82                    THE  NATUKE  OF DEMOCRACY.          .ESSAY n.

this moment, Democracy is receiving the same un-
qualified eulogy which was once poured on Mon-
archy ; and though in its modern shape it is the pro-
duct of a whole series of accidents, it is regarded by
some as propelled in a continuous progress by an
irresistible force.

Independently of the historical question, how the
fashion of bowing profoundly before Democracy grew ,
up, it has to be considered how far the inverted Mon-
archy, which bears this name, deserves the reverence
paid to it. The great philosophical writer who had
the best opinion of it was Jeremy Bentharn. His
authority had to do with the broad extension of the
suffrage in most of the States of the American Union,
and he was the intellectual father of the masculine
school of English Radicals which died out with Mr.
Grote. He claimed for governments having the essen-
tial characteristics of Democracy, that they were much
more free than other governments from what he called
" sinister77 influences. He meant by a sinister influ-
ence, a motive leading a government to prefer the
interest of small portions of a community to the in-
terest of the whole. I certainly think that, with an
all-important qualification to be mentioned presently^
this credit was justly claimed for Democracy by Ben-
tham, and with especial justice in relation to the cir-
cumstances of his own time. During the most active
period of his long life the French Revolution had